
Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 

1/ Pennsylvania versus Texas in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off: 
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��2/ TX rush to reopen 
resulted in an uncontrolled 
outbreak of COVID‐19 about 
a month later.

1
3

1/ TX never closed as much 
as PA and rushed to reopen 
early. (PA took a measured, 
data‐driven approach.)
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3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked Texas’ economy and added to its 
sky‐high death toll. 



Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 
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2/  CO’s rush to reopen 
resulted in spike in cases 
about a month later.
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1/ CO rushed to reopen 
early.

(PA took a measured, 
data‐driven approach.)

3/ The spike in cases soon choked 
Colorado’s economy and only 
added to the death toll.  

Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

2/ Pennsylvania versus Colorado in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 



Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 
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2/ Louisiana’s rush to 
reopen resulted in an 
uncontrolled outbreak of 
COVID‐19 about a month 
later.

1
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1/ LA rushed to reopen early 
and abruptly.

(PA took a measured, data‐
driven approach.)
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3/ Pennsylvania versus Louisiana in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked Louisiana’s economy and added to 
its sky‐high death toll. 

Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 



Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 

Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

4/ Pennsylvania versus California in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

��

��

2

2/  CA inability to control the 
spread eventually resulted in 
an out‐of‐control spike in 
COVID‐19 cases.
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1/ CA never managed to 
control the spread of the 
virus.

(PA took a measured, 
data‐driven approach.)

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked California’s economy and added to 
its sky‐high death toll. 



Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

5/ Pennsylvania versus Mississippi in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 
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2/ MS inability to control the 
spread eventually resulted in 
an out‐of‐control spike in 
COVID‐19 cases.
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1/ MS never managed to 
control the spread of the 
virus and rushed to open 
early. (PA took a measured, 
data‐driven approach.)

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked Mississippi’s economy and added to 
its sky‐high death toll. 
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Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

6/ Pennsylvania versus Florida in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 
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2/  Rush to reopen resulted 
in an uncontrolled outbreak 
of COVID‐19 about a month 
later.
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1/ FL rushed to 
reopen early and 
abruptly.

(PA took a 
measured, data‐
driven approach.)

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked Florida’s economy and added to 
its sky‐high death toll. 



Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

7/ Pennsylvania versus Georgia in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 

2

��

��

2/  GA’s rush to reopen 
resulted in an uncontrolled 
outbreak of COVID‐19 
about a month later.
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1/ GA rushed to reopen 
early and abruptly.

(PA took a measured, 
data‐driven approach.)

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
chokes Georgia’s economy and added to 
its sky‐high death toll. 



Comparison of  PA to other states shows how the rush to reopen early did not pay off. 

8/ Pennsylvania versus Arizona in 1 -> 2 -> 3: 

Source: OpportunityInsights.org . Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Stepher and the OI Team (2020). Harvard University. 
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2/ AZ lax measures to control 
the spread resulted in an out‐
of‐control spike in COVID‐19 
cases.
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1/ AZ never closed enough to
control the spread of the virus 
and rushed to reopen early. 
(PA took a measured, data‐
driven approach.)

3/ An out‐of‐control COVID‐19 outbreak 
choked Arizona’s economy and added to its 
sky‐high death toll. 
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